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Constitutional Rights of Women 

Article 25 (1) and (2) 
25 (1) declares all citizens to be equal before 
law and entitled to equal protection of law and 
25 (2) states that there shall be no 
discrimination on the basis of sex alone. 

Article 25 (3) 
Allows the State to create special laws and 
rules for specific issues facing women and 
children, which are being ignored. 

Article 34 
Ensures full participation of women in all 
spheres of national life. 

18th Amendment 
Devolves most social issues to provinces and 
gives them responsibility for legislation and 
initiatives regarding those women’s rights 
issues that fall within the purview of 
provinces. 18th Amendment has increased 
resources to provinces to work on women's 
empowerment.
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The Acid Control and Acid Crime Prevention 
Act, 2011 (Criminal Law Second Amendment 
Act, 2011) made amendments in Pakistan 
Penal Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure۔۔ 

to punish perpetrators of acid crimes by 
clearly including acid crimes in the definition 
of hurt. The definition of “hurt ”now includes 
“hurt by dangerous means or substance, 
including any corrosive substance or acid to 
be crimes”. 

Under section 336-B of Pakistan Penal code, 
punishment for offenders can extend up to life 
imprisonment, along with a fine, which may not 
be less than five hundred thousand rupees. 

There is also a punishment for unauthorized 
sellers of “corrosive substances”. This is: 

On first conviction, an imprisonment of one year 
or a fine of a hundred thousand rupees or both. 

On second and subsequent conviction, an 
imprisonment of two years or a fine of two 
hundred thousand or both 

The Prevention of Anti-Women Practices 
(Criminal Law Amendment) Act 2011 
prohibits several oppressive and 
discriminatory customs practiced towards 
women in Pakistan.  

Under section 310-A of the Pakistan Penal 
Code, a punishment of imprisonment for 3 to 
7 years, and/or fine of 500,000 rupees 
ensues. 
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Under section 498-A, depriving women from 
inheriting property by deceitful or illegal 
means is punishable with imprisonment of 5 
– 10 years, or fine of 1,000,000 rupees, or 
both. 

 

Under section 498-B, forced marriages are 
punishable with 3 – 10 years imprisonment, 
along with a fine of 500,000 rupees 

Under section 498-C, forcing, arranging or 
facilitating a woman’s marriage with the Holy 
Quran is punishable with imprisonment of 3 
– 7 years, along with fine of 500,000 rupees. 

Rape, gang rape, rape of minors and/or 
persons with disabilities is punishable with 
imprisonment for life and fine. 

Anyone who obstructs the work of a police 
officer or Government official will be 
punished with imprisonment of 1 year 
(instead of 3 months in the earlier provision)
Government officials who take advantage of 
their official position and commit rape (e.g. 
custodial rape) are liable to imprisonment for 
life and fine 

Whoever prints or publishes the name or any 
matter which may publicize the identity of an 
alleged victim of rape, gang rape, or 
outraging modesty of a woman, shall be 
punished with a maximum of 3 years 
imprisonment and fine. 
For the purpose of gathering evidence of 
rape or gang rape, it is lawful for a registered 
medical practitioner employed in a 
Government hospital to examine the accused 
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and collect necessary evidence, including 
DNA evidence

Recording of statement of the female 
survivor of rape or sexual harassment shall 
be done by an Investigating Officer, in the 
presence of a female police officer, or a 
female family member of the survivor. 
Survivors of rape shall be provided legal aid 
(if needed) by the Provincial Bar Council. 

Medical examination of the survivor of rape 
shall be conducted after obtaining consent 
from the survivor, by a registered medical 
practitioner as soon as possible after the 
alleged crime takes place. 
A trial for rape shall conclude within three 
months, failing which the matter shall be 
brought to the notice of the Chief Justice of 
the High Court for appropriate directions. 

All trials under the Act will be conducted in 
camera, i.e. privately, and will not be made 
public. 

Public servants (e.g. police) who fail to carry 
out investigation properly will be punished 
with imprisonment of 3 years or fine or both 

Fasad-fil-arz, a concept used to decide 
severity of punishment awarded, including 
the offender's past convictions, extreme 
nature of the offence, and the offender 
being a danger to the community, now 
includes offences committed in the name of 
honour. The application of this concept 
automatically gives rise to severe 
punishments for honour crimes. 
Murder committed in the name of honour is 
punishable with death or imprisonment for 
life 
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For murder committed in the name of 
honour, even if the accused is pardoned by 
the Wali or other family members of the 
victim, the Court will still punish the accused 
with imprisonment for life 

Section 21 provides that use of electronic 
means that may result in reputational 
damage or breach of privacy shall be 
punishable with imprisonment of up to 7 
years or with which may extend up to 5 
million rupees or both. 

Under Section 22, punishment of up to seven 
years or fine up to 5 million rupees or both 
has been prescribed for the offence of 
producing, distributing or transmitting 
pornographic material showing underage 
girls engaged in sexually explicit conduct. 
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