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Introduction  
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aaghai (ITA) a member of Pakistan Coalition for Education (PCE) and South Asia 

Forum for Education Development (SAFED) along with many vibrant government and civil society 

organizations has been at the forefront of crafting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – 

especially Goal 4, since 2012-13. ITA has been present at Muscat, Incheon, Paris, Montreal and New 

York – at CIES, UKFIET, and Brookings etc. – for the SDGs in multiple capacities. ITA has actively 

spearheaded and lobbied under ASER Pakistan, Peoples Action for Learning (PAL) Network, ANCEFA, 

ARNEC, PAIS, PCE and civil society coalitions – both nationally and globally – for ensuring presence of 

a “lower primary learning indicator” under SDG target 4.1, achieved through timely global 

endeavors!  

ITA’s leadership is present in national and global boards (GEM-R, UIS, GBC, ED) and was recently also 

appointed one of the 20 Commissioners of the International Commission on Financing Global 

Education Opportunity1 by Gordon Brown, UN Special Envoy for Global Education. This initiative will 

engage world leaders, policy makers and researchers in financing for equal and inclusive education 

while developing a detailed report which will be presented at the UNGA in 2016.   

September 2015 was a milestone month as 193 countries of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) 

adopted the 2030 Development Agenda titled “Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development”. The dialogue on the Post 2015 Development Agenda (intergovernmental 

negotiations) began in January 2015 and ended in August 2015. Member States formally adopted 

the final document at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit from 25th – 27th 

September, 2015 in New York. The agenda contains 17 goals with 169 targets covering a broad range 

of sustainable development issues including – ending poverty and hunger, 

improving health and education, gender equality, making cities sustainable, combating climate 

change, protecting oceans and forests, and justice for all.  

Purpose of this Document  

This document has been designed as a reference guide for all stakeholders including government, 

civil society, youth groups, teacher unions, school associations, students, media, and judiciary under 

the leadership of ITA’s trustee and advisor Baela Raza Jamil. ITA seeks to support national 

stakeholders in thoroughly understanding the SDGs, their inter and intra linkages for strategic 

planning and innovative financing, so that we as a nation may successfully implement the Education 

2030 Framework for Action, and achieve all outlined goals, targets and means of implementation.  

The 18th Amendment2 of the Constitution of Pakistan passed in 2010 led to major shifts in 

entitlements, decision making and responsibilities across the federation. Subjects on which both 

federal and provincial governments could make laws were devolved completely to the provinces 

with the abolition of the concurrent list, whilst strategic areas were left to the Federal Legislative List 

Schedule I and II- the latter are sometimes overlooked for their interface with the former devolved 

sectors3. Almost six years later, however, there still remains an urgency to ensure that the provinces 

and the center are clear about their responsibilities especially on the SDGs in general and SDG 4 in 

particular. Any ambiguity with regards to the respective role of the provinces and the center will 

                                                           
1 “International Commission on Financing Global Education Opportunity” http://educationenvoy.org/commission/ 
 
2 Report on 18th Amendment Bill 2010 
http://www.na.gov.pk/uploads/documents/report_constitutional_18th_amend_bill2010_020410_.pdf  
 
3 Federal Legislative List  http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/schedules/schedule4.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
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continue to undermine human development needs. Now is the time for a dynamic revisit to roles 

and responsibilities for public good and intergenerational sustainable well-being.       

This reference document has been prepared for all partners, government officials, civil society, 

youth groups, teacher associations, academia, media and development practitioners, judiciary and a 

broader citizens’ audience. The document will be available in Urdu & repackaged for Schools 

 

Important References and Useful Links  

Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals 

http://www.itacec.org/document/owg/OWG%20brief_Equitable%20Learning.pdf  

World Education Forum 2015 – Incheon South Korea http://www.itacec.org/wef.php  

Education for All – Global Monitoring Report http://www.itacec.org/efa.php  

Post 2015 Weekly Updates by Hewlett Foundation http://www.itacec.org/post_2015_updates.php 

National Education Policy 2106 – Citizens, Consultations http://itacec.org/nep.php  

Right to Education Campaign Pakistan http://rtepakistan.org/  

Report on Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf  

 

 

The SDGs and the Post 2015 Development Agenda  
In the year 2000 leaders from around the world came together and developed the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) – 8 goals sought to end extreme poverty through a set of time-bound, 

measurable goal. These MDGs succeeded in bringing together government, civil society, and private 

sector who although were unable to achieve ALL goals, made significant progress. As the MDGs 

came to an end in 2015, global poverty has been more than halved.4 

Using lessons learnt from the MDG experience and key development challenges, in 2012 at a 

Conference on Sustainable Development – Rio+20 – the UN Member States started developing a 

blueprint for post-2015. Broader than the MDGs, the SDGs are made up of 17 goals that seek to 

address the most pressing challenges facing the world by 2030 and pledge to “End poverty. 

Everywhere. Permanently”. 
 

                                                           
4 “UN's 2014 Report on progress on MDGs” 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2014%20MDG%20report/MDG%202014%20English%20web.pdf 

http://www.itacec.org/document/owg/OWG%20brief_Equitable%20Learning.pdf
http://www.itacec.org/wef.php
http://www.itacec.org/efa.php
http://www.itacec.org/post_2015_updates.php
http://itacec.org/nep.php
http://rtepakistan.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development5 sets forth a “plan of action for people, planet, and 

prosperity” and “seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom” and contains 17 goals and 

169 targets. Building on the MDGs, the SDGs commit stakeholders to work together to promote 

sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development and environmental protection and to 

benefit all, including women, children, youth and future generations. Furthermore, the SDGs are 

based on principles of universality and differentiation which take into account different national 

realities and capacities.  Each country will therefore align their policies, sector plans, strategies, 

indicators & tracking, and budgetary allocations to achieve goals by 2030.  

Sustainable Development Goals – the Linkages 

Of the 17 goals, SDG 4 is dedicated to Education. With 7 targets and 3 means of implementation, 

succinct evidence based policy papers such as “Sustainable Development Begins with Education”6 

acknowledge that all 16 SDGs are linked to education-SDG 4, and that without a comprehensive 

cross-sector effort, which begins with education, the SDGs cannot be realized.  For instance, 

education can help accomplish Goal 1 of poverty reduction by enabling individual to earn higher 

wages, improving livelihoods through formal & non-formal education, boosting incomes and 

preventing transmission of poverty generation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 “Transforming our world: the 2030 agenda for Sustainable development” 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 
6 “Sustainable Development Begins with Education” http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002305/230508e.pdf 
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SDG Goal 4: Targets, Means of Implementation and Indicators  
 

Goal 4   

“Ensure inclusive & equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” 

7 Targets 

 4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and 

secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes 

 4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 

development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education 

 4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, 

vocational and tertiary education, including university 

 4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, 

including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship 

 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of 

education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, 

indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations 

 4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 

women, achieve literacy and numeracy 

 4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote 

sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable 

development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a 

culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity 

and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development 

3 Means of Implementation  

 4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and 

provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all 

 4.b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to 

developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States 

and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and 

information and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programs, 

in developed countries and other developing countries 

 4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through 

international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least 

developed countries and small island developing States 
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Indicators for SDG 4 – The Process and Current Status  
In order to formulate an indicator framework for the monitoring of the goals and targets of the post-

2015 development agenda at the global level, and to support its implementation, the United Nations 

Statistical Commission created an Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), 

composed of Member States as well as regional and international agencies as observers.7 The IAEG-

SDG met for the first time from 1st – 2nd June 2015 in New York to set up the development process 

for the indicator framework and develop a future work plan. An open consultation attended by 

IAEG-SDG observers and other stakeholders was held in September the same year, inputs from 

which were to be used to review the list of possible global indicators in the following October at the 

2nd meeting. The indicators were grouped into three categories with the objective of making the best 

use of the time. The categories were as follows; those with general agreement were coded ‘green’, 

those with some unresolved issues were coded ‘yellow’ and those that required further in-depth 

discussions were coded ‘grey’. As a result of this thorough process targets and indicators for the 

SDGs were formed.   

The “Report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group (IAEG) on Sustainable Development Goal 

Indicators” will be presented for approval at the 47th Statistical Commission session on 8th – 11th 

March, 2016.  Items for discussions and decision will include “data and indicators for the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda”.  

The extract below highlights all the targets and indicators (intended) for SDG 4 as shared in the latest 

report submitted by IAEG to the UN Secretary General on December 17th, 2015; this will be 

presented at the Statistical Commission in March 2016.  

Please refer to “Report on the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 

Indicators” (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf) 

for a complete list of all 17 SDGs’ Indicators and a list of the members of the IAED-SDG. 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf
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SDG 4 – Targets and Indicators (Intended) 

4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and 

secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes  

4.1.1 Percentage of children/young people (i) in Grade 2/3, (ii) at the end of primary and (iii) 

at the end of lower secondary achieving at least a minimum proficiency level in (a) reading 

and (b) mathematics E/CN.3/2016/2 30 disaggregation: sex, location, wealth (and others 

where data are available)  

4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 

care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education  

4.2.1 Percentage of children under 5 years of age who are developmentally on track in 

health, learning and psychosocial well-being disaggregation: sex, location, wealth (and 

others where data are available)  

4.2.2 Participation rate in organized learning (one year before the official primary entry age)  

4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, 

vocational and tertiary education, including university  

4.3.1 Participation rate of youth and adults in formal and non-formal education and training 

in the last 12 months  

4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, 

including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship  

4.4.1 Percentage of youth/adults with ICT skills by type of skill  

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of 

education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, 

indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations  

4.5.1 Parity indices (female/male, rural/urban, bottom/top wealth quintile and others such 

as disability status, indigenous people and conflict affected as data become available) for all 

indicators on this list that can be disaggregated  

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, 

achieve literacy and numeracy  

4.6.1 Percentage of population in a given age group achieving at least a fixed level of 

proficiency in functional (a) literacy and (b) numeracy skills disaggregations: sex, location, 

wealth (and others where data are available)  

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote 

sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable 

development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of 

peace and nonviolence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s 

contribution to sustainable development 

4.7.1* Percentage of 15-year old students enrolled in secondary school demonstrating at 

least a fixed level of knowledge across a selection of topics in environmental science and 

geoscience. The exact choice/range of topics will depend on the survey or assessment in 
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which the indicator is collected. Disaggregations: sex and location (and others where data 

are available)  

SDG 4 – Means of Implementation & Indicators (Intended) 

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and 

provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all  

4.a.1 Percentage of schools with access to (i) electricity; (ii) Internet for pedagogical 

purposes; (iii) computers for pedagogical purposes; (iv) adapted infrastructure and materials 

for students with disabilities; (v) single-sex basic sanitation facilities; (vi) basic hand washing 

facilities (as per the WASH indicator definitions)  

4.b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing 

countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African 

countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and  

4.b.1 Volume of official development assistance flows for scholarships by sector and type of 

study,  communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programs, in 

developed countries and other developing countries  

4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international 

cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least developed countries and 

small island developing States  

4.c.1 Percentage of teachers in (i) pre-primary (ii) primary, (iii) lower secondary and (iv) 

upper secondary education who have received at least the minimum organized teacher (e.g. 

pedagogical training) pre-service or in-service required for teaching at the relevant level in a 

given country Disaggregations: sex (and others where data are available) 

SDG 4 – Global Indicator Framework   

The proposed indicators for the review of the 2030 agenda presented in the report are the result of 

an inclusive, open, and transparent consultative process. These SDGs – as indicated by Member 

States of the Open Working Group – are accompanied by targets and will be further elaborated 

through indicators focused on measurable outcomes. During the review of the proposal, issues of 

relevance, methodological soundness, and measurability were taken into account by the IAEG-SDGs. 

Issue of inter-linkages and multi-purpose indicators, with a view to limiting the indicators were also 

discussed. In several cases, one multi-purpose indicator was identified as appropriate to measure 

progress in more than one target where as in other cases, where targets covered several elements, 

more than one indicator was proposed per target.  

The vision of the recently adopted 2030 agenda for sustainable development is ambitious and 

transformational. The basic principle of the 2030 agenda that no one will be left behind will require 

significant level of data dis-aggregation. In order to successfully measure progress and ensure no one 

is left behind, the availability of quality, accessible, timely and reliable data is essential. The IAEG-

SDGs underscored issues of disaggregation and agreed that it is a responsibility of the statistical 

community to meet this new level of ambition. It was decided that the indicators should cover the 

specific groups of the population and other disaggregation elements as specified in the targets. 

IAEG-SDG Members also agreed on an overarching principle of data disaggregation to accompany 

the list of indicators as follows: SDG indicators should be disaggregated where relevant by income, 



Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - SDG 4 - Goal-Targets-Indicators and Framework for Action   14 

sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability and geographic location, or other characteristics, 

in accordance with the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics.   

Global Guidelines, Local and Regional Articulation of Indicators’ 

Tracking 
An annual SDG progress report will be produced to support follow-up and review at high level 

forums. This report will be based on data produced by national statistical systems and information 

collected at regional level.  The global monitoring report will be based on comparable and 

standardized national data, obtained through well-established reporting mechanisms from countries 

to the international statistical system. Efforts will be made to fill data gaps and improve international 

comparability by increased adoption of internationally agreed upon standards.  

Development of the proposed indicators by IAEG is along 3 different tiers  

  A first tier for which an established methodology exists and data are already widely available;  

  A second tier for which a methodology has been established but for which data are not easily 

available; and  

  A third for which an internationally agreed methodology has not yet been developed  

The IAEG-SDGs will agree on the classification of the indicators in the three tiers. It will also develop 

a work plan, in consultation with the respective specialized agencies and experts in the relevant 

areas, for the establishment of adequate methodology for indicators of tier III and discuss available 

data sources and methodology for an improved coverage of tier II indicators. This work will have to 

be accompanied by capacity building efforts.  

Also, new data sources and technologies for data collection will need to be explored, including 

through partnerships with civil society, private sector and academia. The integration of geospatial 

information and statistical data will also be key for the production of a number of indicators.  

According to the TORs of the IAEG-SDGs (pp. 20-23), it will regularly review methodologies for the 

indicators. Further developments and future modifications of the E/CN.3/2016/2 17 indicators 

resulting from improved data availability, new methodologies or inter-linkages identified across 

targets, being of technical nature and not changing the substance of the indicators, will be reviewed 

and approved by the Statistical Commission.  

IAEG-SDG members discussed the 

need to establish a baseline for 

tracking the indicators. A technical 

discussion, including on how to deal 

with cases where data are still 

unavailable, will need to be carried 

out by the group at its next meeting 

and guidelines will be developed. 

Also, the question of periodicity of 

reporting will need to be addressed. 
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Work Plan for IAEG-SDGs 

The following activities have been recommended for the IAEG-SDGs and will be carried out between 

March 2016 and March 2017:  

(a) Agree on the global reporting mechanism, including identifying entities responsible for 

compiling data for global reporting on individual indicators to be provided to the Secretariat.   

(b) Establish a tier system for the indicators.  

(c) Establish a work plan for further development of tier III indicators.  

(d) Establish procedures for the methodological review of indicators, including approval 

mechanisms of needed revisions.  

(e) Review the data availability for tier I and tier II indicators and develop a plan for increasing 

the data coverage of tier II indicators.  

(f) Develop further guidance on the issue of data disaggregation.  

(g) Continue the discussion on inter-linkages across targets and goals and on the use of 

multipurpose indicators.  

(h) Hold two physical meetings, the first one in March 2016 and the second one in the fall of 

2016 at a date to be determined, and also continue to interact electronically and via 

teleconferences, as needed.   

Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report – Monitoring SDG 4  
The Global Monitoring Report (GEM) – formerly 

known as the Education for All Global Monitoring 

Report – is an authoritative and evidence based 

annual report published by UNESCO, which 

monitors the progress of education targets 

outlined in the SDG framework.  Having already 

published 12 reports7 since 2002, the GEM report 

influences national, regional and international 

policy makers in education and finance as well as 

planners, policy analysis, aid agencies, 

foundations, UN organizations, NGOs, teachers, 

experts, researchers, media and students.  

The theme for 2016 – the first report in the series 

– is “Education, sustainability and the post-2015 

Development Agenda”. It will examine the complex interrelationships and links between education 

and key development sectors.  The Report’s Advisory Board has already confirmed “Accountability 

in Education” as the theme for 2017.   

GEM-Report website offers a wide range of powerful knowledge products, infographics & tools for 

use by policy makers, researchers and activists alike see- http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/- 

. 

 

  

                                                           
7 “Global Education Monitoring Report” http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/ 
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Education 2030 – Framework for Action  
Education  2030 Incheon  Declaration and Framework  for  Action (FFA) 

Towards  inclusive  and  equitable   quality  education  and  lifelong   learning  for  all  
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UNESCO and its Role in Coordinating SDG 4 Globally  
UNESCO will continue its mandated role to lead and co-ordinate Education & the SDGs 2015-2030.  

To ensure strong global coordination as written into the Incheon Declaration, UNESCO, in 

consultation with Member States, the WEF 2015 co-conveners and other partners, will develop an 

appropriate global coordination mechanism in order to join up efforts to reach the new agenda that 

will work within the wider 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development architecture. Cooperation 

between the UN and multilateral agencies, regional and intergovernmental organizations, and 

regional and sub-regional communities, will help to tackle common challenges in a coherent way. 

Inclusive and efficient coordination will focus on such aspects as data collection and monitoring, 

including peer reviews among the countries; mutual learning and exchange of good practices; policy-

making; dialogue and partnerships with all relevant partners through formal meetings and high-level 

events; regional communication strategies; advocacy and resource mobilization; capacity building 

and implementation of joint projects.8 

 

  

                                                           
8“UNESCO committed to leading coordination of new education agenda” 
 https://efareport.wordpress.com/2015/09/07/unesco-committed-to-leading-coordination-of-new-education-agenda/ 
 

https://efareport.wordpress.com/2015/09/07/unesco-committed-to-leading-coordination-of-new-education-agenda/
https://efareport.wordpress.com/2015/09/07/unesco-committed-to-leading-coordination-of-new-education-agenda/
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PowerPoint on SDG 4 and Education 2030 Framework for Action 

(FFA)  
by Vibeke Jensen – Representative/Director, UNESCO Islamabad 
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Izzah Meyer,  
Manager Policy, Research and Acton 
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